Loving Your Brother

Romans 14

Introduction: The Bible begins with the question, “Am | my brother’s
keeper?” The rest of it is answering, “Yes!” Romans 14 shows us how to
care for our brethren.

l. The Context

A. Romans 14
1. The situation: Some kept Jewish traditions
Not as worship but as life practices, Galatians 5:1-3
2. Who were the weak faith Christians?
They did not eat meat or wine, v. 2, 14 (unclean), 21
They act to glorify God, v 6
3. Who were the strong faith Christians?
They had greater knowledge, v. 14, different baggage
4. Paul’s directions
1. Welcome one another, don’t argue, v. 1
2. Recognize your brother is sincere, v. 6
3. Prioritize souls over liberty, v. 19
B. 1 Corinthians 8
1. The situation: Eating meat used in Pagan worship
Not in worship, but in the marketplace
2. The Strong: know an idol is nothing, v. 4, 1 Cor. 10:25
3. The Weak: see it as worship to the idol, 6-7
4. Paul’s directions
1. Don’t let liberty be a stumbling block
2. What is not sin for you, may be for others

Il. Applications
A. Everyone has influence, use it wisely
v. 7-9 None of us lives to himself, and none dies to himself.
1 Corinthians 8:9, 1 Corinthians 9:22
B. Don’t let the minority rule the church
Romans 14:1, 3
C. Christ has purchased souls, treat them well
Romans 14:3b, Romans 15:7
Be a person of love, Romans 13:8, 13:10, 14:15
D. Love for neighbor means love for God
Romans 14:4a, Romans 14:9-12, 1 Corinthians 4:3-5, 1 John 4:20
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